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2016 WEST MARVA DISTRICT CONFERENCE
The West Marva District Conference is scheduled to be held September 16-17, 2016 at
the Moorefield Church of the Brethren. Our conference moderator this year is Carl Fike,
pastor of the Oak Park Church. The theme for our conference will be “Stir Up The Gift”
with the scripture text taken from II Timothy 1: 6-7. Our speaker for the Friday evening
worship service will be Don Fitzkee, Chairman of the Church of the Brethren Mission
and Ministry Board.
District Conference delegate registration forms have been sent to all pastor/contacts
electronically who have e-mail addresses. All other pastor/contacts without e-mails
should have received these forms by regular mail. These forms should be returned to
the District office no later than July 1, 2016.

A SPECIAL CELEBRATION
The Elkins Church of the Brethren will be celebrating their 65th Anniversary on Saturday, June
18, 2016. The program will begin at 2:00 p.m. and everyone is invited to come and help us
reminisce and share an afternoon with old friends and family.
The Elkins Church is located on 708 W. Central Street, Elkins, WV 26241. For additional information please contact John Knoll, pastor of the Elkins Church at 304-677-5780.

CAMP DATES FOR CAMP HOPE:
Ladies Retreat
June 11, 2016
Youth Camp
July 10-15, 2016
Junior/Junior High
July 17-22
Primary Camp
July 24-27, 2016
Fall Fun Day
October 8, 2016
(For more information contact LuAnne Poling at 304-457-1236)

CAMP DATES FOR CAMP GALILEE:
Senior Citizen’s Camp
June 7, 2016
Primary
July 8-10, 2016
Youth Camp
July 10-16, 2016
Junior High
July 17-23, 2016
Junior
July 24-30, 2016
(For more information contact Kelly Junkins at 301-616-8233)

Kendal’s Korner Desperation or Revelation?
The following is a Guest Editorial for this issue. It
is written by Brother Noel Naff. Brother Noel is
the Chairperson of the Virlina District Board, and
the pastor of the Mount Hermon Church of the
Brethren, in Bassett, VA. KWE

======================

Will America Return to GOD
through Desperation or through
Revelation?
When we say “Jesus is Lord,” what do we really
mean?
In Scripture, the day of the Lord is a time of judgment. It’s a time when God’s patience runs out. It’s
a day of reckoning. In today's time, it's like we
don't believe this about our GOD. I feel that the
church as a whole is very
far east of Eden. We are
lukewarm, yet most believe we are good to
go. What is it going to
take for America to get serious about GOD?
Scriptures tell us: When
the day of the Lord draws
near, we are to cry out
and rend out hearts, which
is a deep repentance. This
is also the mark of GOD's people in the book of
Revelation.
“God’s people who are called in God’s name, if
they will pray and humble themselves and seek His
face and turn from our wicked ways, then He’ll
hear our prayer, He’ll forgive our sin and bless
us. We can say God bless America until we are
blue in the face, but I think the blessing on America
is directly related to God’s people getting their act
together. The question is, will we wake
up? Have a great revival? Or will God have
to break our back and through desperation
and suffering, we call out the name of the
Lord?

I don’t think the answer is in politics or in our military. Only God can solve
the problems we face today.
And the world is not going
to turn to God. It’s up to
God’s people to stand in the
gap.
It begins with YOU.

Noel Naff
======================
Recently each pastor in our district was sent a letter
from Andrew Murray, the Moderator for the Annual Conference which will be held in Greensboro,
NC – June 29 – July 3, 2016. The purpose of the
letter is simply to keep Annual Conference in the
thoughts of pastors and congregations. Also he is
requesting that we take May 15, Pentecost Sunday, as a special day of prayer and fasting for
this gathering in Greensboro. Brother Andy is requesting that we pray for the following:








Pray that we might be open to, and guided by,
the Spirit in our worship, our study and our deliberations.
Pray that we will be given the grace to treat
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ in
the best tradition of the Church of the Brethren.
Pray for safe travels for those that gave of their
time and talent by serving the church at Annual
Conference.
Pray that each persons that gathers in Greensboro, in the name of the church, will experience a renewed anointing of the Spirit that will
give energy and courage in abundance for
moving Christ’s Church into a confident future.

Please share these prayer concerns with your
congregation and remember that Brother Andy
is planning to be with us on May 22, 2016 at
the Keyser Church beginning at 2:30 PM.

W
to MEET

Come, Meet Andy!
e have arranged an opportunity for
everyone in the District, especially
those serving as Delegates to the
2016 Annual Conference in Greensboro, North Carolina this summer,

THE MODERATOR.

We are planning to gather at the Keyser Church of
the Brethren at 2:30 PM, Sunday, May 22.
Many of you will recall that among the items being
considered this year may include the two queries
that were sent to Standing Committee from our
District Conference last September.




New Business
Item 1: Query:
Same Sex Weddings. The question being asked
of the conference
is, “How shall
districts respond when credentialed ministers and/or congregations conduct or participate in same
sex weddings?”
New Business Item 2: Query: On Earth
Peace Reportability/Accountability to Annual
Conference. The conference is being asked ,
“to consider if it is the will of Annual
Conference for On Earth Peace to remain
an agency of the Church of the Brethren
with reportability and accountability to
Annual Conference.”

Standing Committee Delegates, John Moyers,
Grover Duling, and I plan to be present, as well to
share some aspects of the conference. A brief video will be shared with an overview of conference.
It should be noted, that Annual Conference is SO
MUCH MORE than “business” decisions. There is

2016 Annual Conference Moderator, Andy Murray

absolutely WONDERFUL WORSHIP, as hundreds
of voices blend in harmony singing familiar old
hymns as well as the refreshing choruses and songs
of today. Anointed
preaching in several
worship services. This
year’s preachers are,
(Top from left) Andy
Murray, Kurt
Borgmann, Dennis
Webb, (bottom from
left) Dawn OttoniWilhelm, Eric Brubaker.
Spontaneous fellowship occurs among folks who
may have met for the first time, or those who’ve
known one another since childhood. Meals are
shared and ice cream is always somewhere nearby!
Luncheons with programs, insight sessions and
there are exhibits that interpret a myriad of ministries and opportunities for all to learn and have opportunities to serve in what are perhaps, new ways.
Come to Keyser, May 22, at 2:30 PM and Meet
Andy and find out more.

ARE YOUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES REGISTERED?
Advance registration for Annual Conference (June 29 through July 3 in Greensboro, NC) closes on June 6. Registering your delegates early makes financial
sense; if they wait and register on-site, each one will pay $75 more! So, go to
www.brethren.org/ac and take advantage of the lower cost. Non-delegates also
pay lower rates by registering before June 6.
To date, only 22 delegates are registered from the West Marva District, representing fewer than half of our congregations.
HELP NEEDED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE
We are in need of volunteers to serve as Floor Tellers during the business sessions of Annual Conference. Delegates and Non-delegates alike can volunteer
for this position. The Tellers see that all printed information is provided to the
delegates so that they can fulfill their responsibility. Any standing vote count is
also handled by the Tellers. If you are willing to serve, or know of someone who
is, please contact Mark Liller (Head Teller) at
mwliller@gmail.com<mailto:mwliller@gmail.com> or 814-695-3979.
ARE YOU A DOCTOR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN, LPN, OR EMT?
The First Aid Office at Annual Conference in Greensboro is looking for DR.’s,
RN’s, LPN’s and EMT’s who would be willing to volunteer a few hours during
Annual Conference this summer. Jane Laprade is coordinating the First Aid Office at Annual Conference and would be glad to hear from willing volunteers! Please contact her at: d.laprade@b2xonline.com

Quilters: Have You Sent An Annual Conference Block?
May 15 is the deadline to postmark your quilt block for the Annual Conference quilting sessions and auction.
Congregations are encouraged to submit a square to be included. Here is a link to the invitation with
instructions.

ORDINATION SERVICE SCHEDULED
Chris Leatherman, pastor of the Capon Chapel Church, will be ordained on June
12th during the morning worship service. Please keep Chris, his wife Robin ,
their family and the congregation in your prayers.
MORGANTOWN CHURCH CALLS PASTOR: We are happy to announce that our
church has called Wesley Bergen to be our new pastor. He and his wife Deb have
moved to Morgantown and will begin their service May 1, 2016. The past two years
have bee n spent in Africa where Wes was teaching at Good News Theological College and Seminary near Accra, Ghana, and Deb worked with Mobile Member Care
Team. Wes is an ordained minister with the Mennonite Church.

As we continue on the journey of the Decade
of DISCIPLESHIP, I invite you to consider a
“bit” from our brother in the Shenandoah
District, Church of the Brethren.
Have we as a church, lost the urgency to see
people come to faith in Christ? Over the ages, the urgency of the gospel has
led men and women to all corners of the earth, often at a great cost to their
own lives. Today, it's so easy to become preoccupied with so many interests
that we lose sight of God's main interest - His desire that none should perish.
"FOR THE SON OF MAN CAME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THE LOST" Luke 19:10
AND HE SAID TO THEM, "GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PROCLAIM THE
GOSPEL TO THE WHOLE CREATION." Mark 16:15
Pray that a passion to see people come to Christ be rekindled in our lives and
the life of the church.
Dave Chappell, Pastor, White Hill Church of the Brethren, Stuarts Draft, VA.
Share Your Bible School Plans
We hope to share a summary of Vacation Bible School programs in our
next MEMO. To promote your VBS this way, send the following information
to Brenda: by mail to 384 Dennett Road, Oakland, MD 21550 or by e-mail
to wmarva@verizon.net or by phone to 304-334-9270.









Congregation or congregations
Location of VBS
Theme
Dates
Hours
Age groups that are included
Any special outreach projects?
Meal or snack included?

Thanks!

Dear West Marva Church of the Brethren:
Celebrate our nation’s birthday with the district churches at a 4th of July praise gathering and church picnic! Bring a lawn
chair, a covered dish, your Bible and an open heart!
MORNING WORSHIP:
Keyser Church of the Brethren invites your congregation to hold Morning Worship with the churches of West Marva
District at Rolling Acres Gospel Music Park on July 3 at 10:30. This service will replace normal Morning Worship.
PICNIC:
Keyser Church will provide grilled hotdogs, hamburgers and sloppy joes. We will need side dishes, paper/plastic products
and drinks. Refrigeration is available, as are outlets for crock pots.
SPECIAL MUSIC:
We would like to encourage your choir or anyone from your congregation to provide special music for the glory of the
Lord. Rolling Acres has a state of the art sound system. Electric piano, microphones and amplifiers are available on site.
Sound track CDs can be accommodated.
ACCOMPIANIST NEEDED:
If your pianist would be available to play for group hymns please contact Pat Clay ASAP, this week if possible.
RSVP:
Please RSVP to Pat Clay as soon as possible, but no later than June 15 either on the RSVP form provided, or leave me a
message at 304-788-5255, 304-790-3713, or patclay@comcast.net with this information:
Name of church
Name and phone # of church contact
Approximate head count
Will your church provide special music?
Would you like to provide paper plates, plastic cups, napkins or drinks in addition to side dishes?
Would your pianist like to play for the group hymns?

DISTRICT WORSHIP & PICNIC AT ROLLING ACRES ON JULY 3, 2016
RSVP to: Pat Clay, 1104 Great Oak Valley road, Keyser, WV 26726

Name of Church:____________________________________________
Name of Contact: ______________________________ Telephone #: ________________
How many are planning on coming?________ Will you provide special music? ________________________
Our church will provide (paper/plastic products): __________________________

2016 (2) BRETHREN BITS from Betty’s Desk . . . We Brethren love to Eat . . .
Recently the MEMO had what became part one about the Love Feasts, and originally was to have compared our Brethren tradition of enjoying food and fellowshipping together. In the recent article there was so much enlightening information about the practices and size of our ancestors celebrating Love Feast that I have chosen to focus on some of the
“feasting” and congregational meals across our district.
The question keeps coming to mind—since we Brethren celebrate Love Feasts with our Communion—is there a correlation to cooking the beef and or mutton since the earliest years, and the fact churches had a kitchen long before there
were restroom facilities in our church houses. The original Beaver Run church kitchen was not in the basement, rather
it was a small room built on the west side of the church with a brick fireplace. Obviously the Brethren needed a place to
cook the Love Feast meat and prepare the meal.
If our meeting houses had kitchens and people loved to take meals together, is it any wonder we have so many carry-in
or covered dish dinners? In modern days, it is almost as though we do not even need an excuse—for there are Birthday Dinners, Easter Sunrise services and breakfasts, Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinners… and the list goes on and
on. Included in the following paragraphs are some for us to consider.
Traditions in the churches vary but almost everyone has “dinners.” Not everyone had fundraisers; yet, most all of our
members and friends love the “fellowship or carry-in meals.” Generally, today our fundraisers are by free-will offerings.
As you will note, some of our congregations are very active with “meals” almost every month whereas others concentrate on three or four “eating events” each year.
What about Thanksgiving dinners, do you have a Christmas dinner at your church? The following are merely a
“sampling of some of our church friends meals together.”
Pine Grove: “Pickin and Grinnin Evening” brings crowds together to enjoy music and fine foods as they raise money
for their college scholarship fund. Bringing together those who enjoy food but also live musicians certainly is one of the
best traditions they continue. The ladies also have an afternoon tea celebration—there’s a speaker, lovely theme decorations and delicious delicacies which the ladies bring to share with each other.
Keyser: Since 1950, there has been a special recognition of ladies at the Keyser Church when a “Star Mother” is chosen annually at Mother’s Day. In earlier years, these were covered dish meals, sometime later, the men began cooking
and preparing these dinners to go with the program featuring the lady chosen to be the “Star Mother.” Thanksgiving
dinners, birthday dinners and Easter breakfasts have been held over the years. In recent years, the church has begun
an outreach project. A sign indicating the day and time is posted on a busy Keyser street inviting people to come for a
“free meal.” A few weeks ago 114 came in “off the street” to enjoy four varieties of homemade soups, cornbread and
desserts.
Bean Settlement: One of few churches known to have a Memorial Day fellowship meal, maybe due to the fact there is
a cemetery near their church. In past years many of our churches had a cemetery nearby—yet today this has become
a rarity. The folks at Bean Settlement regularly celebrate Homecoming, Thanksgiving and Christmas with meals together.
Oak Dale: ladies have one of the most impressive candlelight Advent services anyone can imagine. A couple years ago
it was featured in a MEMO article. Decorations are seasonal, there are no overhead lightning fixtures used—rather candles or small garlands of white lights. The ladies invite guests to sit at their beautifully decorated tables where fine china
and crystal sparkle in the midst of coordinated Christmas lovelies. A guest speaker and fitting special music are a part
of the program with the local ladies adding thought provoking Advent information. An assortment of finger-foods, each
more tempting than the other round out this lovely Advent “experience.” It is a time to force yourself to slow down and
ponder about the Advent season in a most unique atmosphere.
Kelley Chapel: Some years ago Kelley Chapel began inviting veterans from their area for a free meal. This has
grown into a very popular Veterans Day dinner and program in the general area of Burlington. No longer limited to the
men of their congregation, they now include men and women from miles around who have served their country in military service over the years. Often there are fellows from World War II in attendance. As many as 100 to 150 service
men and women have attended these dinners from the community as they continue to grow in popularity.

White Pine: 4th Sunday meals started some years ago and continue. Although some of our congregations are not
large, they are very active. This is a time for the members to get together with many, many dishes of good, home
cooked food and to fellowship. There are almost more dishes of food than there are people around the tables. Recently
White Pine and Tear Coat joined together to do a community meal for an ill person; over $4,000.00 was raised from the
spaghetti meal. There are so many opportunities for us to reach out in our communities.
Brick: A Sweetheart Banquet is held annually here. It’s interesting, one year the men prepare the meal for the ladies—
the following year ladies are in charge of feeding their husbands and sweethearts. Easter sunrise services are followed
with an Easter breakfast. During the month of June a Sunday School Picnic is held at Turner Park in “downtown”
Maysville. For Pastor Appreciation Sunday, the congregation gives the pastor his choice for the menu! That might be
a suggestion other churches could use. On the Sundays before Thanksgiving and Christmas the folks gather for church
fellowship meals together.
Maple Spring: During 2016 the following carry-in meals or banquets are scheduled: January: “Soup & Salad”, February: Sweetheart Banquet, March: “Outstanding Birthday Party” celebrated for persons who turn 90 years, April: Sunday
Brunch, May: Mother & Daughter Banquet, June: Father & Son Banquet, July: “Old Fashioned 4 th of July Picnic”—
complete with fireworks after the picnic and even ice cream at the end, but there is another traditional fellowship event
in July. Those from Maple Spring who wish to go, may spend an entire weekend at Camp Galilee. August: an outdoor
church picnic, sometimes at nearby Brookside Park, September: Annual Birthday Party for “Everyone” (with twelve tables, as many of our churches celebrate), October: a carry-in Harvest Dinner using a pumpkin theme, November: Holiday Thanksgiving meal and for the month of December, there is an outreach project—preparing Sunshine Baskets for
the shut-ins and elderly in the community.
Shiloh: Chili cook-off, generally done by men of the congregation has been a very popular activity. Each person in the
church who reaches their 80th birthday is “celebrated” with a special meal. In fact there are regular covered dish meals,
about once a month, or more often throughout the year. Grandparents are also recognized at a special meal.
Westernport: Years ago the congregation went to Deep Creek Lake State Park for church picnics using one of the
pavilions, and having ball games with activities for the children. Often adult Sunday School classes would be invited to
some of the member’s summer homes along the Lake too, for food and fellowship gatherings. July 26, 1954, thirtyseven years after the church was founded, the first “Homecoming “was held. In recent years, there have been mother
and father’s day “tea and cookies” on Sunday mornings—this year a “Mom and Dad Luncheon” is scheduled. In reaching out to others, one of the projects supported by Westernport is taking a warm meal and desserts to the Union Rescue Center in downtown Cumberland on a quarterly basis. They have learned it is a blessing to share a warm meal—
and not just have dinners for their own church group.

Betty Bane Dzubba

43rd ANNUAL BRETHREN BIBLE INSTITUTE
The Brethren Bible Institute is scheduled to be held July 25-29, 2016 on the campus of the Elizabethtown College in
Elizabethtown, PA. This event is sponsored by the Brethren Revival Fellowship. The courses being offered this year
will be: Church Leadership and Administration, The Book of Judges, The Supernatural World, Relationships, The Book
of Ecclesiastes, The Beloved Old Man on An Island—John, More Than A Prophet: Jesus and the Gods Of This World,
History of the Christian Church, How To Study The Bible and The Book of Job. The instructors for this event will be
Craig Alan Myers, Eric Brubaker, Carl Brubaker, Wilmer Horst, Fred Beam, John Minnich and Steve Hershey.
The total cost for dormitory students (including room/board/tuition) is $250.00 for the week. Applications must be completed by June 25, 2016.
A certificate of Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) will be offered for ordained ministers at a rate of one tenth of a CEU
for each hour spent in class. Therefore, each completed course will count as .75 CEU. Ministers should request the
certificate when they register.

HAITI MISSION TRIP 2016 UPDATE
It was a cold and blustery morning in late February when 19 missionaries set out for the
extreme heat of Haiti, a third-world country.
Their mission was twofold: to put a roof on a 52 X 102 foot Church and to conduct
medical clinics. Both goals were reached during the course of the two weeks.
By 10:00 A. M. each morning at Goneive, the temperature would reach 120 degrees.
Eleven of the 19 conducted clinics and saw close to three thousand people in nine
different clinics. Several Haitians were sent to hospitals for additional
treatments while most received medicines, ointments, glasses, and
similar items as well as money for food. This group of eleven was
located in the mountain region of Pernal and in the city of Port au
Prince.
The other eight, under the direction of Pastor David Sutton of the Old
Furnace Church of the Brethren in Ridgeley, WV,
went to Goneive where they constructed the roof
on the Church. They actually completed their
task four days early! This group also purchased
doors and windows for the Church and bought 110 Bibles written
in Creole, the language of the Haitians, for distribution.
Six of the 19 that went are members of the West Marva
District. Others that went came from as far away as Everett PA..
As you can see, God brings people together to accomplish His
work. The team is very grateful to God and all those who supported this effort in any
way.
1 Chronicles 16:24 tells us to “Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvelous
works among all nations.” Even though many cannot go to a faraway land, there are
many areas of mission work right all around us and we can be a witness for Jesus
Christ.
Thanks to all!
Pastor David Sutton

FOCUS ON PASTORS – Let’s take a look at: Carroll
Junkins
Carroll Glen Junkins was born in Westernport, Maryland at the Reeves Clinic on
November 14, 1940. The eldest son of the late Elmer B. and Vauda (Jack)
Junkins of Hartmansville, West Virginia.
During his youth days, he attended school at Elk Garden Schools, graduating in
May 1959. Upon graduation he continued to work attending a service station until
March 1960 when he enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
Upon graduation from Recruit Training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he was assigned to his first duty station in
Charleston, South Carolina. He served aboard two minesweeper ships during his tour. Then he was
ordered to Washington, D.C. where he was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations in the
Pentagon.
Following his tour in Washington, D.C he returned to sea duty in Norfolk, Virginia where he was assigned
to the USS NORFOLK (DL 1) as the ships administrative assistant. Following this tour, he was ordered
back to Washington, D.C. where he served as the Administrative Assistant to the Commandant of the
Naval District, Washington, D.C. Following this tour, he was ordered back to sea duty aboard an LST in
Little Creek, Virginia. Upon decommissioning of that ship, he was ordered to the Staff of the Commander
in Chief of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet as the Administrative Assistant to the Deputy Chief of Staff for
Operations.
Following his tour in Norfolk he was ordered to Mayport, Florida where he was assigned as Administrative
Assistant to the Commander, Cruiser-Destroyer Group Twelve. Upon completion of this tour, he and his
family accompanied the Admiral to Headquarters, European Command in Stuttgart, Germany. Following
this tour he and his family accompanied the Admiral to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii where he served as the
Administrative Assistant the Deputy Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. During this tour he was
promoted to Master Chief Petty Officer. Following this tour, he and his family moved to Norfolk, Virginia in
preparation for thirty year retirement. He retired from active duty on April 1, 1990.
After retirement, he and his family moved back to West Virginia, settling in Antioch where they became
active in Knobley Church of the Brethren. It was at Knobley he received God’s call to the Ministry and
enrolled in the West Marva Ministry Training Program. His first call was to the Sandy Creek Congregation
at Bruceton Mills, WV. It was during this period that his first wife Millie went home to be with the Lord as a
result of a brain tumor.
In 2002, he was called to Bethesda Church of the Brethren at Grantsville, MD where he was ordained
and it was during this Pastorate that he met and married his current wife Darline (Thorne). They
continued to serve Bethesda until the fall of 2007 when he and Darline came to her home church in a
semi-retired status.
In January 2011 he was installed as the Pastor of the Brick Church of the Brethren. Together, they have
four adult children, two boys (close the same age) and two girls (close the same age), eight grandchildren
and 8 great-grandchildren.
They reside in the Church Parsonage at 11222 Lunice Creek Hwy. in Maysville, WV.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May

22 “Meet the Moderator” (Annual Conference) Keyser Church
30 Office Closed — Memorial Day

June

4
7
18
29-July 3

July

4

District Mission and Ministry Board meeting—Brick COB
Senior Citizen’s Camp at Camp Galilee
65th Anniversary Celebration—Elkins COB
Annual Conference, Greensboro, North Carolina
District Office Closed—4th of July

September 16-17 - District Conference, Moorefield Church of the Brethren

